before creation carne into being, He was, and He, in a playful mood or
with bounteous mind, manifested Himself in creation. Since it is only
a manifestation, He pervades the creation, and yet is not identical with
it, even as the reflection in the mirror presupposes or proves the original
and still is not identical with it.

The hymn begins with an address to the 'Spirit of spirits

Spirit of spirits, who, through ev'ry part
Of space expanded and of endless time,
Beyond the stretch of lab'ring thought sublime,
Badst uproar into beauteous order start,
Before Heav'n was, Thou art :

It was only at His bidding that things sprang to life :

Thou satst alone; till, through Thy mystick Love,
Things unexistmg to existence sprung.

The creation, in fact, is not so much creation as revelation; things
that had been invisible and intangible became, at His instance, visible
and tangible. Every object in God's creation has a use and purpose of
its own, and exists to the extent it is perceived. As Jones says in the
argument, "This illusive operation of the Deity (the revelation of objects
and again their being existent as far as they are perceptible and
purposeful) the Hindu philosophers call, Maya, or Deception/' This
Maya is an aspect of the Lord. As Krishna says in the Gita:

(This is Apara. O Great-shouldered One ! Know my Para prakrithi too.
It relates to life, and the world is borne by it).

In a different verse the word Maya itself is used:

M T;rcf% % II (VII, 14)

(It is difficult to get over my Maya, which has the gunas-satwa, rajas
and tamas. Those who resort to me and me alone can cross this Maya).
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